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CHARLES 0 MOORE

THE DAMNED STUFF CALLED
ALCOHOL

I believe that alcohol to a certain
degree demoralizes those who make
It those who sell It and those who
drink It

I believe from the time It Issues
from the tolled and poisonous worm
of the distillery until it empties Into
the hell of crime death and dishonor
It demoralizes everybody that touches-
It

I do not believe that anybody can
contemplate the subject without be
coming prejudiced against this liquid
crimeAll you have to do Is to think of the
wrecks upon either bank of this stream
of deathof the suicides of Insanity
of the poverty of the Ignorance of the
distress of the little children tugging
at the faded dresses of weeping and
despairing wives asking for bread of
the men of genius It has wrecked of
the millions who have struggled with
Imaginary serpents produced by this
devilish

And when you think of the Jails of
the almshouses of the prisons and of
the scaffolds upon either bank I do
n ot wonder that every thoughtful man
Is prejudiced against the damned stuff
called alcohol
i MOIEKt S INQERIOLU
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NOTICE OF

ELECTION
A y r

Of Officers of the National
Liberal Leagne

The Executive Committee of the Na
tional Liberal League have decided
that all registered members shall
have a voice In the election of Its
ofllcluls for the coming year

Those not In attendance at the Con
press on January 2Cth and 27th may
vote by letter for President Vice Pres
ident Secretary and Treasurer

Your ballots should be sent to the
Secretary W F Jamieson 171G West
ern Ave Cincinnati Ohio at once
and not later than January 21st

They should be sent In sealed envel
opes As the temporary officials wish
to avoid all appearance and possibil
ity of slatemaking the envelopes con-

taining the ballots will not be opened
until after nominations are made In
convention and the counting begins

After the third ballot If no choice
Is made the ballots representing the
absent membership will be dropped
and the decision left with the members
present In convention

Any absent member who aspires to
office may announce his candidacy
through the Secretary who will place
his name before the convention

All candidates are free to make
public announcement of the same and
all alike are entitled to a list of the
names and addresses of the registered

membersThere
will be no Clnmlttceon Nom

inations All nomina ons wilt be made
tsttfto

In sending your v tes to the Secre
tary omit all other writing on the
slip on which you register your vote
Write only on one side of the slip
Thus

Your Name
Address i

For President
For Vice President
For Secretary
For Treasurer

By order of the Executive Committee
T J BOWLES Pres
J B WILSON Vice Pres
MORGAN WAMSLEY Treat

W F TAlII SON Secy

REV DR BEATTIES SERMON

A scholarly Kentuckian who is a
patron of the Blade sends me for
criticism a sermon of Rev Beattie of
Louisville cut from the Courler Jour
nal It Is a discussion of evolution
and especially ns to whether matter
has existed eternally or was created

by God Rev Beattie taking the po

sition that all matter was created by
God as wo would naturally expect
from his profession

Of course It naturally occurs to us
to then to ask Rev Beatty what was
God doing all the time or all the
eternity before he erected matter
and what made God finally conclude
to create matter

Of course he cannot glvo an in
telligent answer to this question

Mow matter could have hall a be
ginning or how It could exist not
having lied a beginning Is simply an
unthinkable proposition cud to dug
matize about It Is simply Irrational
and when Dr Beattle thus dogmi
tlws about It ami from such a dogma
deduced the Influence that the Bible
and the Christian religion are true
and their lives sumptously and lux
uriously without labor by teaching
that that religion Is true and unprej
udlced and competent thinkers will
conclude that Dr Beattles wish is
farther to the thought

Dr Beattie says that such anceluts
as Democrltus and Epicurus and such
moderns as Spencer and Haeckel all
thought matter to have existed eter
nally These are the highest author¬

ities in the world on the subject and
Dr Beattle Is no authority on that
subject and with nothing more than
a local reputation on any subject and
the chances largely favor the sup-
position that those great scientists are
right about It and that Dr Beattie is
wrong

MIKE MLAUGHLIN SUiCIDES

Lexington has had another shocking
suicide AB usual he was a Christian

lIlt

He had been a leader In Lexington
politics His name was Michael
McLaughlin He belonged to the
most orthodox of all the churches
Catholic the old mother of all of
these Protestant upstartsand no-

body ever heard of any doubt of the
truth I of the Christian religion hav ¬

ing ever been In Mike McLaughlin
mind 1 never personnaly knew him
The papers all say he was a very pop

ular man and I nevr heard of anythng
against hIm and I am sorry for his
friends but I think Mike is better off

dead than alive just as any dead
man or dead horse for that matter
Is better off than any living man

Solomon said a living dog Is better
than a dead lion but It was because
Sot was a fool Any dead dog in the
world Is better off than Rosy or Ed
die No7 and any dead dog Is jus
as well off as dead McKinley and
Czolgosz Is just as well off as dead
McKinley or a dead dog

Mike McLaughlin cut his throa-

with a razor It was his own throat
and his own razor and I suppose he
thought he had a right to do it and
may be he did have a right

At any rate I am not going to blame
him Mike was burled with all the
rites of the Catholic church and bu
vied In holy ground

While Christian England was under
the control of the Catholics and un
til recently while It was under the
ciiatrol of the Protestants the Chris
tians would have burled Mike In two
cross roads and have driven a stake
through his body They wont do
tat now Its because under infidel
influence even Christianity is being
gradually civilized

I Intend to keep throwing Ill
Jonahs whale did It to the Chris

tians thatpreached all over the coun-
try tint Ingersolls defense ot right
of suicide Was making suicides and
ask how It happens thato Christians
suicide from Ingevsoliajirgiiui6ht and

nl-uiiiuunriHnrtrT
Preach cmthat subject some of you

and Unite hie to hear you Nixie
too smart

INCONSISTENT MR ANARCHIST

In Discontent Anarchist organ of
December 11 lu talking about the An
archist colony at Home Wash we
have tho following

Wo welcome people of all shades
of opinion here provided they do not
wish to dictate to their neighbors
This Is our type of Anarchylocal self
government Those who are inclined
to boss or to insist on conformity to
their ideas had best stay away as
they will find no congeniality here-

I had been understanding from An
archist papers that they were a pe-
culiar people who didnt want any
government In thelrn and yet here
we Hud that they not only have a
government but a dogmatic one In
which they lay down their laws and
warn other people not to come there
unless the other people agree with
their anarchic views and If I were to
move to this Home sweet Home and
start a paper called the AuntyAnmyvletvsmen and women would p d q let
me know that their views on the free
press question didnt embrace the
Idea of allowing people to express anti
anarchistic Ideas In print In their
town tutu I would come off mighty
well If I got away with my scalp In
tho place where the wool ought to
grow

If those Route Anarchists had dls
covered some new Juan Fernandes A-

lexander Selkirk Robinson Crusoe 13

land that nobody had ever seen be
fore and hall built their Horne and
established their paper Discontent on
that island I dont know that the bal
awe of us would have had any right
to kick about It but to come Into
this land where the people have al
ready established their laws and gov-
ernment and demand the right to
start another government right in the
midst of ours and start a Chinese ex
clusion law that applies to everybody
that does not believe In Anarchy re
quires a cheep that we cannot expect
to find anywhere except on a govern
ment mule and an Anarchist

If Discontent limited Itself to dic-

tating to Its neighbors It would not
be so Intolerable but to presume to
dictate to the balance of us some
thousands of miles away Is just too
utterly too too

A feller with a saw log In his own
eye can see a mote In another fellers
eye

The 50 Cents Club Plan for the Blade
I am trying to arrange to material-

ly Increase the amunt of type set in
the Blade I fall to print numerous
matters of great Interest because I

cannot set typo enough
Please help me on the 50 cent club

plan Send me 50 cents each for the
Blade for one year for five or mor

papersIf
OU send the money any time

and have not the names to send them
to the money will be put to your cre
din and I will send the papers jua
as you get the names dating the
ginning of the subscription at the time
the palter 10 first sent

Il IIIJll J 1 J iF 111

t

415
Four one five

I Klckln and alive
Stretchin big and tall

h Flaln enough to alltruesCockadoodledoo-

OA the first day of the New Year
the membership of the National Lib

eralLeague registered 415 This Is a
falling off from the registry of last
nionth but no doubt this was due to
the general distraction of the holiday

timeNow
that the shopping and visit

ing and vuiiil rs ad fights and
drunks and general hoorah are all

descendedtInto the grave for three
touChed the Trophic of Capricorn and
his Lordship has begun to rise out
of the grave of Winterlet us toodaystgrow our
work enkindle new enthusiasm for the
cause we love so well

Now let every one register Num
bers give Inspiration Companionship
awakens Interest and enthusiasm In
unlqn there Is strength There Is noth-
ing io depressing to those who give
their time gratuitously to the cause as
Indifference of the laity If we can
afford to do this you can afford to
give us the Influence of your presence
and companionship Let us get close
to eiich other Let us know each other
Let ius feel the Inspiration which de
votjbn to our great cause enkindles

Never at any time in the history
of cur country have the clergy put
forfa such united efforts as now If
th i4can do it they will make a rellg
ton despotism of this country They

= jjU iteere4it theye11 W ± 191

win organized opposition They will
have God and Christ in the Constitu
tion before ten years If we do not
look out And once established there
in this country will soon be so Chris
tianized that Free Speech and Free
Press will be Freedom only In name
The Pope is calling for a union of
Christendom The clergy everywhere
are more friendly to Catholic domi
nation than to Freb Speech cham
pioned by Liberalism Socialism and
reform of all kind are regarded as An
archistic The lines are going to be
drawn tight on our press

There has been a mysterious law
lately put into force In Cincinnati and
I suppose In other cities suppressing
a certain class of periodicalsby re-
fusing them the usual pound rates

The first action taken was against
some religious and business periodi
cals which heretofore have been ad
mltted as secondclass matter

As seen in report of this in the
newspapers these periodicals have
been refused secondclass rates be

cause they are not of general literary
and educative Interest

Note the above reason and observe
Its latitude which may be stretched
to cover all reform patters Who is
to determine on the educative and
literary Interest of this and other ra
pers of Its kind If the Appeal to

Reason should happen to be offensive
to the literary tastes of some half
witted clerk up at Washington stop
it must

We must keep a wary eye on these
tools of the clergy They are fighting
hard and urging effective organization
The clergy of Cincinnati lately assem
bled and organized committees to

make housetohouse canvass of the
whole city In order to bring people
Into the church Such activity every-

where compels us to an activity ve
have never before put forth

What are we doing Let us wake
up Some of you do not appreciate
the influence of your names In the

organizationIt
thing for a man to speak

out and be known as a Liberal It
shows courage and character Every
outspoken Freethinker is a nucleus
of

attentionTake
obscure little mining town

of Capllnger Mills Missouri Its little
band of workers and contributors have
made it a famous place In the Liberal
geography When we think of Los
Angeles and Whittier we think ofPlottseand other noble workers there Like ¬

wise every name soil every place
obscure markedhastmade himself known

Though we have never met these

Jm WI 11 J NIl r N

Liberals and may never meet and
mingle with them their Influence Is

felt because they are a part of the
great body of reform When we know
each other we warm to each other
and grow together in purpose and re

solveCome
now and seek salvation The

salvation of Free Speech depends upon
each one of you Individually Be a

Liberal of Importance or be none at
an We must organize You observe
our present growth and bright pros
pects Honor us and honor your
selves by becoming a charter member-

In another column you will read
our official notice of election of offi
cers You will see that It Is a fair
open chance for allno wire pulling
no selfishnessno shenanIgan We
will draft a constitution as plain di

rect and well defined We want this
to be the peoples organization To
make it powerful and effective we
must have numbers We must have
10000 members An organization of
a few hundred can only make a bluff
at doing things

Members and money Is what counts
The more members the cheaper for all
The less will we have to ask for Jo
nationsNow

make the chips fly for the next
three weeks Send In your name
Send others with It Get up clubs
Some of you have been putting this
off Limber your lazy laggard soup
Come bea pioneer of the new Liberal
Party Its future possibilities depend
upon youupon each one of you Indi ¬

viduallyWhen
you come to pass from this

existence let each one of you be able
to say that you left no duty undone
that you left your name and contrite
uted your mite to the onward cause
that you kept step in the ranks and
that you leave this as a heritage to
your children and to the ages

Register Register I Send name
and address to W T JamJesoh Sec ¬

retary Western Ave Jlnclnnatl
Ohior A r

S J B WILSON I

Vice Pres N LL
THE ADEPT ON THE N 4 L

The Adept says of Itself that It
Is devoted to the Astrology Evolu
tion and Monism-

I dont know what Monism Is and
dont want to know Evolution is
our nfide 1 Darwins racket and
Astrology Is a scheme byl which
you can look up Into the stars
among all of those snakes and beats
and billy goats and rams and things
and tell whats coming Im not onto
It and dont know about itwIsh I

did Id make 400000000 speculating
on wheat and make the Blade the
most popular newspaper in the world
Thats all it needs the simoleons

The Adept Is a nice clean mag
azine and Is published at 417 Fifth
street S Minneapolis Minn

It talks about the Buffalo rumous
among the heathens and gives all the
particulars about and the officers
named In the N LL and does not
do that for the other gang

It closes Its editorial thusly-
A new Liberal organization Is nec-

essary as there has been a great ad
vance In Free Thought since the
American Secular Union was organ
ized We hope that a society of n

permanent and respectable nature
will be formedone that will be a
credit to both science and good mor-
als While science teaches mankind
to be liberal toward all who differ
It also leads us to be conservative
in morality Let every Free Thinker
attend the Congress who can We
are nearing a great polltlcan and
religious crisis from which a new de
parture will be taken along the line
of pure science

Shake brother Thats what I think
better than If I had said It myself

You remember old Bagby in
Dickens that always made his old
girl tell what he thought-

If the work of the N L Li is
oing to be to try to make us all bet

ter I am for It I need It But If It
dont do this I would rather have the
money that It takes to run It given
o the Blue Grass Blade Yes I would

Best Beloved

A LITERARY GEM

The lecture recently delivered by
Dr J B Wilson before the Ohio Lib
eral Society on the causes of anarchy
Is one of the latest and brightest gems
In current literature It goes to the
very root of the matter In contro
very and shows beyond the possibility
of doubt the dangers that lie In the
spirit of discontent which is the main
cause of Anarchy In It the Doctor
distinguishes between philosophical
and revolutionary anarchy He classes
the latter as a most dangerous being
He goes to his home and shows from
whence he sprang He deals with
the subject In all Its phases This
lecture Is in type and will be published
In pamphlet form It is well worth
reading and it should be In the hands
of every thinking man and woman
Tho price will be ten cents for a sin
gle copy and twelve copies for one
dollars Send your orders In now tc
the office of the Blade
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ROUGH ON RATS

The New Infidel Paper Started By

George Washington McCormick t

My old and highly esteemed friend
GV McCormick has Issued from tl
Home Street Cincinnati Ohio an In-
fidel paper the name of which Is The
Rational Reflex of the Realm of Rea
son and TruthThat Is to say thats
the main part of the name though
there Is a good deal more mixed up In
Its head that Is perhaps to be convsidered only Incidentally a part of the
name and to be used In the 4tbofJuly
editions and other high days and holi r

daysBro
McCormick says I when he Is

writing as all sensible editors do and
does not have to print the whole name
of his paper every time he tells what
It says else the main part of the par
per vv uld be taken up with Its name
if he tallied about himself as much
as he does and as WilshIre and Willie
Jenny Bryan and I do

He seems to have felt the Inconven
ience of his elongated name and ab
breviates It to Rational Reflex ihen
he has occasion to use It

I would suggest that he still further
abbreviate It to Rat Ref and then
turn it hind part before and call It
Rough on Rats and the he will

have a good and catchy name in per
feet harmony with the genius of the

editorI
thought as an editor there

were two distincitons that I had a
leadpipe cinch on and that could not
be taken away from me but even
these are to be snatched from ma
leaving me like Cardinal Wolsey des ¬ i +

olate in mine old age j 1Th9je ware eaitismanicifcii ttr

but Wilshire has beaKm me In the FJr <
first and now here comes McCormlck
and walks off with my laurels for the
latter and like Othello my occupa
tion Is gone

You may say of McCormick as of
myself that he Is a little out of kltt3riabout the head but at heart he IsetS
sound as the best pippin In the barrelIHis paper Is only 35 cents a yeariand has reading In It until you a
rest He also has some kind of an
organization the membership fee of
which Is 14 cents If he had been an
extortioner he would have made it
15 cents There la some kind of free-
masonry about the organization and
not being In it I dont know about it
and might be dumped over Niagara
falls lute the Masons did Morgan if I
did know about It and told about it
but its some kind of a wheelwlthlna
wheel business like we read about in
Isaiah and Jeremiah and Daniel and
Revelations and I think Is Intended
to work Inside the National Liberal
League and Bro McCormick Is going
to hold his meeting in conjunction
with the N L L at Cincinnati on Jan
uary 26

Bro McCormick anent the N L L
deposes tausly

Persons who wish to act be live
move do or think on better Ideals than
confront us and surround us will sim
ply and absolutely have to get a move
on themselves and dropping their old
scales shells claws wrappings and
toggery really step Into a new realm
or circle or stay just where they are
In contusion and babbling chaos Now
for a conclusion to all this Ive got
this to say Dr J B Wilson Dr T J
Bowles Mrs Josephine K Henry and
C C Moore and many more have got
ten up a start for a new century so-
ciety and whilst I do not know the
present ro tern or organizing Presi
dent of Muncie Ind I do know per
saucily the other three and the whole
World never had more true effective
or able Workers in the field of ad
vance and advancing thought and rear
son than they or either of them and
they have gone to Buffalo to pick up
the little handful of survivors of the
dead and defunct A M S U and F
forget me not of F

SAME OLD METHODIST RACKET

In Cleveland Ohio A E Stelmo
Lequesne choirmaster In the Wade
Park M E Church has been arrested
for the common Methodist weakness
for a beautiful fifteenyearold girl
named Agnes Chambers who was a
member of the Sunday school of that
church and a singer In the choIr

The account of It In the Cincinnati
Enquirer of December 17 begins thus ¬

ly
This court proposes to stand be

tween innocent fifteenyearold girls
and middleaged debauchers said Po
lice Judge Kennedy sternly when the
case against A E Stelmo Lequesne
charged with criminal assault was
called today
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